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A Zayde (Yiddish for “yrandfather™} is the ane who tells staries te the next generation, but
not just any stores. A Zaydo story < unlike the ualairly much-maligned Bubbe-melsser, or
Tgrandmother’s story™ « conveys values, orientations, and modeds far thinkang ani behaving,

Thit could serve a3 & suitable imtroduction to Radbhbi Manwn and nis wondesful e,
theough his impressive new book. After senving as a U, 5. Alr Force ciaplam In Japsn and in
search of 3 new career pesituan, he telly of 4 fateful mesting with the Sixth Lubavitcher Rebhe.
Heanng about Lthe young rabbe’s experiences in Japan, the Redbe advised him to /6t there
to =erve the tiny Jocal Jemish community, 1o redesm spacks from their shells.

And o he did, senving as the do facto “Chief Rabte of Japan® for esght years, He
became fascinated with Japanese culture and |earned the languages, eventually weting twenty
books Ll Jom He explored Jewish connections In East Aga - a cometery m Naomlo,

the “lost* Jews of Kalfeng In China, and researching lapan's paradoxical rele vis-a-vis ths
Jews during Woarld War 11 He cellected storied of Jewish life thers from thase who lived the
adventure as well 8% from arcane scholarly and other stones.

He bullt bridges, forged new cuiturad friendships, evertually pioneenng d=wish tounsm
0 Japan, China, Inda, and SOUthaast Asis, decades before it bacame fashionable. He ako
todd his tales in synagogues and universities aooss North Amendc. It was these tales that
wisgered his sudiences to want to leaem mare, and among ™ose 10 folfow bis lead was the next
generation of spacialists in this yet-te-emarge academic field of Jewssh life o the East.

The best of hs Tales are in this book. But his legacy 15 ding Jewish
frienaship from the [ndus to the Yellow River.

Each of the twenty-three chapters is a delight, agpealing to the love of the *exctic,”
The power of thece stares fests upon the imagnative keaps they toke. He writes In the
areface, "In this book, wivle ot of the stories are trus, some May be anecdotal and same may
Five been embelished i the course of being passed dawn throogh the generstions, . [n many
instances | aither knew the subjects of these stonies or Knew their relatives and stdl am in
touch with many of them, In addition, | have access to, and even now possess, personal
documents and artifacts relevant to thesr stories” (p. x).

Amang the more amusing tales concerns a D' Leshiniskata, & Romanian Jewtsh
physican who becime "Mao's sax thergpist,” pr In (local
wsaxd for dental protdems) that of course did not work, But apparently Chairman Mag remained
impressad by her. The role of Jews in Singapore was disproportionats to their small numders
and induded David Marshat (1908-1995) who seamlessly moved fram being presidont of the
Jomish community to becoming the architect of Singapore’s independence and sering as the
small naton's first Chief (or Prime) Minister (page 271). Tokeyer alsa writes fondly about
Lt. Gen. Jack Tacob, arguatily India's grestest military hero of modern times and Chief Minister
:nll;srf,mmus Punjab and tater, pencefid Goo. (General Jaccb's obituary appears in this issue

)
There ara dozens of such tales, some o‘ed from historical studies, and some from
mmmonlumes.‘nnboolgablvu. thored by Elen Rodman, is & perfect popular
N to the endlessly fascinating study of Jewish experience in Asia. 3t hances the
Rabh| Tokayer, and it Dlesses alf of us with insights that can re-crent aurselves (no
apolegies far the pun!) &= a truly glodal peaple.
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