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About This Bibliographical Column:

This bibliographical column constitutes the beginning of what we hope
will be an ongoing effort to keep readers of this journal informed of some of
the writings—both academic and popular works—that have appeared in recent
years about the Jews and Jewish communities of India. It supplements the
article by Nathan Katz entitled “An Annotated Bibliography About Indian
Jewry (Revised)” that was published early in 1994 by Congregation Bina of
New York City on behalf of an audience of both scholars and general readers.

The entries within the column are organized by community. First are
general works on Indian Jewry, followed by sections on the Cochin Jews, the
Bene Israel, the little-known Mughal Jews, the Baghdadi communities of
Indian port cities, the Ashkenazim (many of whom—butnot all—were refugees
to India from Nazi-dominated Europe), and finally the mysterious tribal Jews.
Excluded from this bibliography are items pertaining to Indo-Israeli diplomacy,
except insofar as they bear on the religious and cultural life of Indian Jews.

Each section, wherever appropriate, is subdivided as follows:
o First are listed sources of incidental bearing on Indian Jewry—for example,
a work on Indian history which makes mention of it, or a study of Jewish

commerce of the middle ages which mentions the India trade, etc.

¢ Second are primary sources such as liturgical texts, indigenous historical
writings and memoirs.

« Third are reprints of accounts by Jewish travelers from years past, many of
which make for charming reading.

« Fourth are works of modern scholarship, followed by the fifth category,
general interest works. There is a good deal of overlap between the fourth and
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. fifth categories, and the reader is advised that in assigning a classification,
no judgment is implied as to the value of a given work. The difference
between a scholarly and a general interest piece is purely stylistic.
Furthermore, some could just as easily be considered “primary documents,”
since they present their communities’ historical self-understanding
uncritically or defensively.

 Finally, documentary films and sound recordings are listed.

Despite the column’s obvious shortcomings and incompleteness, we
believe that it will facilitate some of the work being undertaken by our
colleagues in the small field of Indian-Jewish studies. Indian Jews themselves
are avid historians and enjoy reading about themselves—as we all do—and
this bibliographical column therefore is also for them.

While copies of some of the items in this bibliography are difficult to
obtain, and newspaper articles may at times be even harder to locate,
scholarly studies are generally accessible. As this column should always be
regarded as a work in progress, readers are invited to communicate additional
items, as well as corrections, to the compiler-editors.

i. INDIAN JEWRY IN GENERAL

I.A.Sources with Incidental Reference to Indian Jewry

Balboni, Maria Pia. Ventura: dal ghetto del Finale alla corte di Lahore.
Modena: Aedes muratoriana, 1993. 208p. (Biblioteca/Deputazione di storia
patria per le antiche provincie modenesi: nuova ser., n.128). A study of
Rubino Ventura (1794-1858), an Italian Jew and General who appears (o
have been in India.

Shulman, Frank Joseph, compiler and editor. Directory of Individuals Interested
in the Jews and the Jewish Communities of East, Southeast and South A sia.
(Carrollton, GA: West Georgia College; Menlo Park, CA: Distributed by
the Sino-Judaic Institute, March 1993). viii, 44p.

I.B. Jewish Travelers’ Accounts

I.C. Scholarly Studies of Indian Jewry in General

Abraham, Margaret. “Ethnicity and Marginality: A Study of Indian Jewish
Immigrants in Israel.” South Asia Bulletin (Durham, NC) 15, no. 1 (1995),
pp- 108-123.

Abraham, Margaret. “From India to Israel: A Sociolo gical Analysis of Migration
Factors Among Indian Jews.” Population Review (La Jolla, CA)
39, nos. 1 & 2 (1995), pp. 74-87.
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Abraham, Margaret. “Marginality and Community Identity Disintegration
Among the Jews of India.” In Nathan Katz, ed., Studies of Indian Jewish
Identity (New Delhi: Manohar, 1995), pp. 175-199.

Astren, Fred. The Jewish Book Printed in India: Imprints of the Blumenthal
Rare Book and Manuscript Library. (Berkeley, CA: Judah L. Magnes
Museum, 1993), 46p.

Chalier-Visuvalingam, Elizabeth. “Asie du Sud-Est.” In Geoffrey Wigader
and Sylvie Ann Goldberg, eds., Dictionnaire encyclopédique du judaisme
(Paris: Editions du Cerf, 1996), pp. 1433-1442.

Das, Chitta Ranjan. “Israel’s Jews From India.” Eastern Anthropologist
(Lucknow) 49, no. 3/4 (July 1996), pp. 317f.

Diwan, Paras. Family Law (Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Parsis and Jews).
3rd ed. Allahabad: Allahabad Law Agency, 1996. ix, 532, iv p.

Elazar, Daniel J. “A Political Leader in the Postwar Indian Jewish Community.”
Population Review (La Jolla, CA) 39, nos. 1 & 2 (1995), pp. 95-97.
Gourgey, Percy S. [On Hersch Cynowitz, a Polish-born citizen of India.}
“Indian Jews and the Indian Freedom Struggle.” Population Review (L.a

Jolla, CA) 39, nos. 1 & 2 (1995), pp. 88-94.

Isenberg, Shirley Berry. “Indian Jewry in India and in Israel: A Brief
Introduction.” Population Review (LaJolla, CA) 39, nos. 1 & 2 (1995), pp.
54-65.

Katz, Nathan. “An Annotated Bibliography About Indian Jewry (Revised).”
Kol Bina (New York: Congregation Bina) 9, no. 1 (1994), pp. 25-64.
Katz, Nathan. “Contacts Between Jewish and Indo-Tibetan Civilizations.”

Points East (Menlo Park, CA) 9, no. 1 (Apr. 1994), pp. 1, 5-10. [Reprint
of “Contacts Between Jewish and Indo-Tibetan Civilizations through the
Ages: Some Explorations.” Tibet Journal (Dharamshala, India) 16, no. 4

(Winter 1991).]

Katz, Nathan, ed. Studies of Indian Jewish Identity. (New Delhi: Manohar,
1995). 203p.

- Sealy, June-Alison. “The Voice of Indian Jewry: An Ethnomusicological
Study of Stability and Change Within the Indian Jewish Community of
Greater London.” Ph.D. dissertation in Music, Goldsmiths’ College,
University of London, 1993. 397p. & 1 sound cassette. Abstract published
under the title “Qol Yhude Hoddu: A Study of the Liturgical and Semi-
Religious Music Traditions of Indian Jewry as Now Practiced in Greater
London,” in Aslib, Index to Theses with Abstracts Accepted for Higher
Degrees by the Universities of Great Britain and Ireland (London) 44, part
1 (1995): entry no. 44-0517.

Silliman, Jael. Review of Nathan Katz, ed., Studies of Indian Jewish Identity
(1995). In Journal of Asian Studies (Ann Arbor, MI) 56, no. 1 (Feb.
1997), pp- 230-232.
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Slapak, Orpa, editor. The Jews of India: A Story of Three Communities.
(Jerusalem: Israel Museum, 1995). 215p. (Catalogue, no. 399). Hebrew-
language edition: Yehude Hodu: Bene Yisra’el Kuts’inim, Bagdadim.
(Yerushalayim: Muze’on Yisra’el, 1995). 199p. (Katalog, no. 400). [Issued
in conjunction with an exhibition held during the summer of 1995.]

Weinstein, Brian. Review of Nathan Katz, ed., Studies of Indian Jewish

~ Identity (1995). In Contemporary South Asia (Abingdon, Oxon, England)
5, no. 2 (1996), pp. 227-228.

I.C. Popular Accounts of Indian Jewry in General

Andrade, Carol. “US Jews Shed Misconceptions on India Tour.” The
Independent (Bombay), Dec. 6, 1993, pp. 1, 3.

Anonymous. “Communities & Contributions - 5: The Jews. Shanwar Telis and
Commodans. The Sassoons.” Mid-Day (Bombay), June 6, 1995, p. 27.

Anonymous. “Feelings for Zionism Prompted Indian Jews to Go to Israel.”
News India-Times (New York), Aug. 13, 1993, p. 35.

Anonymous. “Jewish Contribution to Indian Freedom Struggle.” India Weekly
(London), Jan. 31-Feb. 6, 1997, p. 2.

Anonymous. “Surveying and Documenting Jewish Art in India.” Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, Center for Jewish Art, Newsletter 11 (Nov.
1995), pp. 14-18.

Borden, Leslye. “Kosher Gourmet: Indian Sephardic Feast a Healthy Treat.”
Jewish Week (New York), Sept. 3-9, 1993, pp. 31f.

Fishel, John. “Holding On: The Glory Days of India’s Jews May Be Over But
the Community Maintains a Proud Presence.” Jewish Journal (Deerfield
Beach, FL), Oct. 6-12, 1995, pp. 17-18.

Gould, Lark Ellen. “Jewish Masala: The Diverse Customs and Communities of
the Dwindling Jews of India.” B’nai B’rith International Jewish Monthly
(Washington, DC), June-July 1993, pp. 8-14.

Gupta, Ravinder K. “Indian Secularism? Ask The Jews of India” [Letter to the
editor]. News India-Times (New York), Jan. 8, 1993, p. 54.

Hostein, Lisa. “Indian Jewry: A Tiny Tile in a Vast Mosaic.” Jewish Exponent
(Philadelphia), Apr. 22, 1994, pp. 36-39.

Hyman, Mavis. Indian-Jewish Cooking. (London: Hyman Publishers, 1993). 192p.

Kahn, Larry. “6,000 Jews & Counting: India’s Jews Struggle to Survive.”
Jewish Sentinel (New York), Jan. 19, 1994, pp. 1, 6-7.

Leiter, Robert. “Letter From Delhi: My Passage to India.” The Forward, Mar.
9, 1996, pp. 1, 13. [Reprinted in Points East (Menlo Park, CA) 11, no. 3
(Nov. 1996), p. 14.]

Lobell, Richard. “The Jewish Community of India.” WJC Report (New York:
World Jewish Congress) 20, no. 3 (Apr.-May 1996), pp. 12-13.

Musleah, Rahel. “ORT India Is Family to the Country’s Jews.” Reporter-
Women’s American ORT 47, no. 3 (Fall 1997), pp. 31-34.
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Padiyath, Bhavama. “Jews in India Make a Fascinating Topic of Study.” The
Independent (Bombay), Dec. 2, 1993.

Peck, Arlene G. “Indians Thriving in Israel.” National Jewish Post & Opinion
(Indianapolis, IN), Sept. 15, 1993, pp. 13-14.

Provizer, Stephen. “Local Architect Unravels History of Indian Jewry.” Jewish
Advocate (Boston), May 28-June 3, 1993.

Ramanan, Sumana. “Shalom Shabbath, Shalom.” Outlook (Bombay), Aug. 6,
1997, pp. 46-50.

Ronnen, Meir. “The Jews in the Crown: Nearly Two Millennia of Jewish
Presencein India Are Summed up in a Colorful New Israel Museuimn
Exhibition.” Jerusalem Post International Edition, Aug. 3, 1995, pp. 16-
17. [Reprinted in Blitz (Bombay), Sept. 9, 1995, pp. 11-12.]

Roth, Joan. “The Four Corners” [Photography series about Indian Jews]. The
Forward, April 29-July 2, 1993.

Sengupta, Shivaji. “Delights of Jewish Kitchen” [Review of Mavis Hyman, Indian-

~ Jewish Cooking (1993)]. India Abroad (New York), July 2, 1993, p. 34.

Shenoy, Ramnath. “Indian Jewish Population Drops But the Flame Burns.”
Maharashtra Herald, Aug. 29, 1995.

Singh, Richa. “Emigration Leads to Dwindling Jewish Population.” Indic
Abroad (New York), July 1, 1997, p. 6.

Sitrin, Gregg. “The Jews of India.” New India Digest (Pune) 54 (Sept.-Oct.
1996), pp. 9-12.

Suri, Sanjay. “On Indian-Jewish Cuisine” [Review of Mavis Hyman, Indian-
Jewish Cooking (1993)]. India Abroad (New York), July 2, 1993, p. 34.

Szolgyemy, Blaise. “Photo Essay: Out of India—The Jews of the Subcontinent.”
Lifestyles (Buffalo, NY) 22, no. 123 (5753/1993), pp. 48-49.

Tugend, Tom. “Indian Jewry Struggling to Survive as Numbers Decrease.”
Jewish Chronicle (London), Jan. 28, 1994, p. 7.

Tugend, Tom. “Indian Jews Predict the End of Their Millennium.” Jerusalem
Post, Feb. 21, 1994, p. 7. [Reprinted in Points East (Menlo Park, CA)
10, no. 1 (March 1995), pp. 1, 3-4.]

Tugend, Tom. “Long History of Indian Jewry Dwindles.” Ohio Jewish Courier
(Columbus, OH), March 24, 1994, p. 27.

Tugend, Tom. “Passage to India: We Visit the Jewish Community There and
Discover a Dwindling Population Trying to Hold On.” Jewish Journal
(Los Angeles), Feb. 4-10, 1994, pp. 20-22. |

Weil, Shalva. “The Jews of India: An Example in Coexistence.” India
Perspectives (New Delhi) 10, no. 1 (Jan. 1997), pp. 2ff.

Weisz, Vera. “Jewel in the Promised Land: They Made Aliya Quietly and
Successfully. Today, Indian Jews Are Fighting to Preserve Their Heritage.”
Jerusalem Post International Edition, July 24,1993, pp. 10-11. [Reprinted
as “Passage From India.” Points East (Menlo Park, CA) 10, no. 1 (March
1995), pp- 1, 5-7.]
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Weisz, Vera. “Jews of India: A Perfect Example of Tolerance.” News India-
Times (New York), Aug. 13, 1993, p. 34.

Zielenziger, Michael. “A Fading Jewish Enclave in India,” Philadelphia
Inquirer (Philadelphia), Sept. 15, 1996.

I.D. Hindu-Jewish Dialogue, Comparative Studies and
Miscellaneous

Abrahams, E. M. A Comparative Survey of Hindu, Christian, and Jewish
Mysticism. (Delhi: Sri Satguru Publications, 1995). xxvi, 274p. (Sri Garlb
Das oriental series, no. 181).

American Academy of Religion, Comparative Studies in Religion Section.
“Hindu- Jewish Studies Roundtable.” Washington, DC, Nov. 21, 1993.
Tape recording #AR9374AB published by ACTS, Inc., Ballwin, MO. Tel.
800/642-2287.

Anonymous. “B’nai B’rith Observes India’s 50th I-Day Anniversary.” News
India-Times (New York), Nov. 28, 1997, p. 2.

Beane, Wendell Charles. “The Warrior-Goddess in Puranic Hinduism and
Kabbalistic Judaism: An Historical Phenomenological Comparison.”
Unpublished manuscript, ca 1996, 65p. [A copy is available in the
personal library of Nathan Katz.]

Boorstein, Sylvia. That’s Funny, You Don’t Look Buddhist: On Being a
Faithful Jew and a Passionate Buddhist. (San Francisco: Harper San
Francisco, 1997). xiii, 169p.
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Cohen, Debra Nussbaum. “Learning the Ways of Diaspora: Tibetans Visit
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Agency), June 6, 1997, p. 3.
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